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lntroduction
This report presents the results of a search foq historic resources
{sites, buildings, and structures) r^r'ithin the Phoenix Metropolitan
area. Thi s research was conducted by the f'laturdl and Cul tural
Resource Conservation Section of Arjzona State farks for the Depart-
ment of the Army, Los Angeles District, Corps of tngineers. These
results are to be used as an aid in planning by the Corps of Eng'ineers
in the development of future flood control and bther water nanagement
projects for the area" This baseline jnventory of historic resources
within the study area should be sufficient (quantitatively and quali-
tatively) to enable the Corps of Eng'ineers to tfke architecturally,
culturajly and/or historical ly "sensitive areasl' under consideration
in planning future project locat"ions.

The Principa'l investigator of th'is stu<1y was Oolothy H. lial1 , Ch'ief
of the Natural and Cultural Res0urce Conservatjpn Section, Arizona
State Parks, and James W. Garrison, Historical frchitect for the
Section, was the Project Coordinator. The buik of the project research
and'the report and map preparation were done by James l,l. l,Joodward, Jl.,
Architectural Historian, and Frank B. Fryman, Jh., Archaeologist. Dr.
Bernard l"l. Boy'le, Architectural Historjan, Co'l1pge of Archjtecture,
Arizona State University, and Geoffrey P. Mawn, Historian, Arizona
State University History Department, have servep as consultants to
the research team. For the U.S. Army, Corps of Eng'ineers, Robert I'J.

l,Iood, Environmental Coordinator in the Los AngeIes District, initiated
the projecl, and locally, Joseph R. Dixon oi thp Corps of Engineers,
Phoenix Urban Study 0ffice, has been the Project l'lanager.
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Study Area
The study area which provides the focus for
outlined by the Corps of Engineers and based
tion of Government's Year 2020 Study Area.

the historjcal survey was
o4 the Maricopa Associa-

It centers on the Phoenix
urban area extending southward to the Maricopa-.]Pinal County line and
northward to include the community of Cave Credk on the northeast and
a portion of Lake Pleasant Regional Park on thg northwest. It extends
eastward to inc'lude the Fort McDowell Indian Cdrnmunity and, in the
southeast, l,,illiams Air Force Base. 0n the weqt the area boundary is
located siight'ly west of the town of Buckeye. Natural geographical
features within this area include the lower Ve4de River, the lower
Agua Fria River, and portions of the Salt and Gila River Valieys in*
cluding the confluence of these two maior drai4ages. Atso included
are the Phoenix Mountainsn the McDowell Mounta'ins, the South Mountains,
and north half of the Sjema Estrelia, paradisg Valley, Deer Valley,
and the east end of the Buckeye Val1ey. Political units within the
region include, in addition to those mentioned above, the towns of
Scottsdale, Tempe, Mesa, Chandler, Glendale, AVondaJe, and Sun City,
as well as the Salt River Indian Community and the northwest section
of the G'ila River Ind'ian Comnunity.

;ruu3inaFlor; r

SALT RIVER VALLEY
ARIV,ONA

scope of work

0ffo'
P.od,r"iirr. L"odr. A H..lthf.rl Cii-.t.
"od 

Ra." Opporqunities to the Investor

"oJ 
F[u*"r".L".

This study encompassed both research and evaiu{tion of sjgnificant
historical, architectural and cultural resourc{s (sites, buiidings,
and structures) within the study area. Resear{h included a records
search of pertinent published and unpub'lished works and manuscripts
with a concerted effort to iocate early maps of the study area. Hjs-
torical site fiies and lists were also checked, Field investigation
research was completed for areas of historical interestn to verify
high potentia'l resources located in the record$ search and in areas
likely to be impacted in the near future. Thif Rrocess led to the



"inventory of historic resources. "

tvaluation was completed for each identified resource in alcordance
with the National Register of Historic Places and the Advis]ory
Counc'il for Historic Preservation guidelines. Those propelties con-
sidered to meet the criteria of eligibility forinclusion ln the
National Register have been identified and their reconmendqd inclusion
s upported. 

l

Using the inventory and proposed National Register 'listingl an
"historic resource sensitivity map" lvas completed which porttrays the
quantitative density pattern and qualitative integrity-Oatlern of
historic resources on a square mile-by-square m'iie basis.

Limitations l

This study was undertaken within limited budget and time r{quirements.
Every effort has been made to allocate time and money effi$iently for
maximum data collection. Because of these limitat'i.ons,. bo{h.!|. 

.

records search and the field invetigations were undertaken iwith these
factors in mind. Not every piece oi recorded informat'ion {ou'ld be
studied, or every inch of the study area covered by foot. The goal of
the research team was to determine effectjve research meth{ds for this
type of study and app'ly them to as much of the study area {s possible.

Another limitatisn was the lack of monographs, recorded historic
archaeological sites, and other research covering the stud$ area.
The research team had to rely often on primary materia'l an{ field
work invo'lving a greater amount of research time. The invfntoried
properties are therefore concentrated on resources related] to archi-Pr vPEt Ltg) qr c LrtEr Erlrr E LrJnLEfiLr cLEu uil r ssuur LEJ r ElcrLEsl r,u sr \
tectural and archaeological significance as opposed to historical
and/or cultural association.

l{ithin the other project limitations, all leads concerned
historicaliy andlor culturally associated properties were



Plate 1. Existing Features Hist0ric ReSOurCeS survey Area
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Historic Time Frame
The focus of the following historical overvierv ib from 1865 to 1930.
During the Hispanic Period itslg-teZt) and the Hbxican Period {1821-
i848), explorers may have passed through the SalI River Va11ey, but
no known associated locations or trails have beep identifjed. From
1848, when the land with'in ihe study area became part of the United
States, until 1865, no Ang'lo American activities occurred which have
left tangjble recorclable traces. The regional history ends at 1930
because historjcal resources are generally required to be at least
50 years old to be included'in the National Register of Historic
Places. The 1930 ending date covers maJor trend,s through this 50-
year cutoff point.

The Salt River Valley had been inhabited for marly centuries by aborig-
inal farmers as evidenced by the profusion of plehistoric archaeological
remains underlying Anglo development. By the 19th ceniury, hot{ever, the
native popu'latjon was large'ly concentrated alon$ the Gjla R'iver because
of intense pressure from bands of Apache and YaVapai ra'iders to the
North and East. These P.ima Indjans were jn the paih of the est'inated
60,000 travelers to the California go]d fields qnd to supply these
often destitute travelers the lndian farmers indreased their area of
cultivat'ion considerab'ly. Subsequently, a rese/vation on the Gila
River was established for the Pimas in 1859. This was enlarged in
i869 and again in the years 1911, 1913, and 19i{. Marjcopa Indian
refugees from the Colorado River Yuman tribes a1e included withjn the
boundaries of t-his enclave.

As the Apache Indians were gradually confined tS reservations jn the
1870s and 1880s and raiding was reduced, Ang'lo qettlements in the
va'l1ey increased rapidly. One result was the djversion of Gila River
water upstrearn from the Pin:as to be used on Anglo farms. The diversion,
combined wjih a period of drought, caused over 1/4 of the tribe to
re'locate to the Salt R'iver where a reservation lvas set aside for thenr
in 1879,

Conrmunjty at Ft. llcDow&lI cn lhe Verde River
for a small popuiation bf Yavapa'i Indjans
their relocation to the San Carlos A,pache

Although Anglo and Indjan settlement paiterns al"e historicaily inter-
related, because of limjtations related above, bniy hjstorjc resources
on the Ft. I'icDowell Reservation have been addrepsed in this study.

The Mojave-Apache Indian
was established in 1903
gradually returning from
Reservati on,
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Settlement
PHOTN IX

The Anglo-American settlement of the Salt Rj
'in 1865 with the establ ishment of a U.S. A

{upgraded in 1879 to Fort i'4cDowell }, on the
approximately six miles above jts confluence
Post was established by five companies of Ca

serve as a base irom ruhich to operate agains
fonto Basin Indians. .lohn Y. T. Smith came
eariy 1866 as assistant viagon master for the
McDowell. After not'icing th* plentifui wild
among the remains of prehistorjc villages an
1867, he set up a hay camp along the north b
imately 35 miles downstream from Camp McDowe
Sn:ith harvested the wjid hay and hauled it b
over a raad he laid sut through the brush al
niver. Smith's temporary ha.y camp thus bec
tlenrent in the lower 5alt River Va'l'ley.

Another eariy pioneer x'as John l,,l. {Jack} Swi
officer and miner irho had opened the Ceniral
starting in i863. He r.ras the nodern promote
Ri ver Va'l i ey. Diln'ing several t.r'ips through
notjced the extensive prehistaric canaJ r"iet
area could again be farined by canal irrtgati
organ'ized the Swi11ing Imigating and Canal

er Val'iey off iciai iy be_qan

Post, Camp l"lcDax*'11
t bank of the Verde Ri ver

with the Salt River" The
i forni a vol unteers to
i.he rajding Yavapai and

o the Salt River Valley in
14th infantry sent to Cainp

hay growing along the banks
canals, in the spring of

nk of the Sa'lt Rjver approx-
I . Usi ng l'4exi can I aborers ,
wagon to Camp McDawel I

ng the north bank of lhe
e the first American set-

1 i ng , an ex*confederate
Arjzonn m'ining reg'ion
of i rri gation j n the Sa'lt

he val 'ley, 
Srvi 1 i i ng

rk and dec'ided thal ihe
n. He rsent to hlickenburg,

Fsny, and v*jth sixteen



men, returned to the valley in December of 1967. They commenced to
re-excavate a prehistoric canal (called the Svrj1'ling D'ftch) on the
north bank of the Salt Rjver upstream from Smith's cam$. During the
wjnter months, the canal and a temporary ditch were cofipleted for a
djstance of approximately three miles and allowed thesE early settlers
tosuccessfu11yharvestacropinthespringof186B'

By the fall of 1868, more people had settled along Swi'lling's Ditch.
Adobe houses were built and more'land cane under cultiiiation as the
original cana'l was expanded, with branches extending off on either
side. in 1870, the growing community which was known ds the Phoenix
Settlement, had a population af 240n a post office, va1^ious essential
busjnesses, and a young va1ley promoter, l^lill'iam B. Hel'iings, \./as
p'lanning a f'lour mill in the middle of the settlement.

This initia] Phoenix Settlement did not become the offhcial tor'lns'ite.
Because of different opinions about where wjthin the spttled area it
should be, a new unoccupied townsite located about two r-;iles west was

selected by a mass meet'ing of cjtizens jn October,187p. The site
selected was the 320 acre north ! of Sec. B, T1N, R3E, r',rh'ich was d'ivided
into 99 lots that were auct'ioned off beginning in Decelnber of that year,
and by the end of 187i, there was a regular "main strept" of businesses
along Washjngton Street in the new townsite. It becamb the County Seat
of the newly created fvlaricopa Caunty in February, 1871, iust as boosters
had completed the selection and initial settlement of the townsite. The
original settlement remained a separate comnunity through 1876 as Mill
City and/or East Phoenix.

r'1ARY1/ I LLE

TEMPE

Approx'imately fifteen miles to the east of the eariy dnoen;x settlement,
just north of the Salt River at the I'lcDowell crossing of the Maricopa
lrlells-to-Camp McDowell Road, a small communfty called Maryville grew
up around a statjon established in 1868 by lllilliam Rov,le. By 1873 the
settlement included a store and hotel, blacksmith, carlpenter and paint
shops , and an establ i shed post off i ce , wi th Charl es ll|il i tl o"- (who 'i s

cr^.lited with naming the settlement I'taryville) as poslnraster.

0n the south bank of the Salt River, four miles east-goutheast of the
Phoenix Settlement, the founding of the tawn of Tempe took place in
1870 when Charles Trumbull Hayden" a Tucsen merchant flnd iudge, decided
to build a store and establish a ferry crossing just lVest of what is nolv

6



called Tempe Butte. First knobln as Butte C'ity, then as l-layden's
Tempe developed into a thriving agricultural ity after the

(later the Hayden

A post office was established as llayden's F

business district grew up just south of Hayden'
Illexican corymunity known as San Pablo was laid
of the Kirkland Ranch just east of llayden's F

LtH i/l'lESA

In 1877, eight miles up river from the Hayden's
headed by Daniel bl. Jones estab"lished a conrnuni
(later Utahvi'lien then Jonesville, then Lehi) o
river at the McDowel'l Crossing. The Utah Canal
irrigation for this farming conNnunity, later ca
a second migration of Utah and Idaho Monnon set
River Val1ey and settled sauth of Utahville in
established l4asa City urhich became incorporated
Canal was constructed jn 1878 by cleaning out a
canai, and later ulas enlarged as the area was s

Ferry,
1871-

area under irrigat'ion
li {constructed 1872*?4).
in 1872, and a smaJ'l
mill. A small
in April 1873 on part

. Local referance to

Ferry, l4ornon settlers
called Fort, Utah

the south side af the
was built to prov'ide
I ed l-ehi " A year I ater o

lsrs came to the Salt
" 2?, TlN, Rst, and

in July 1883. The l4esa
existing prehistoric

ttl ed.

187? construction of the l'{cKinny-Kirkland Ditc
Canal or the Tempe Irrigating Canal ) brought t
and a'llowed Hayden to build a water-run grist

the general area of these two communities as T eventualiy resulted
in the official name, Tempe, for the area (the
was officiaily renamed in 1879). The city of T
in 1894.

ayden Ferry post office
t.tas incorporated
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Canal Expansion
The Anglo-American development of the Salt River Valley was dependent
upon agriculture which, in turn, reiied on canall irriga.tion, iust as
the case has been with the previous extensive aboriginal occupation.
l,Jith the success of the early Angio irrigation bfforts and the increase
in the number of sett'lers coming to the valley, there was considerable
expansion in cana'l building to bring more arablb land under cultivation.
0n the north side of the rfver, in 1868, the Swi'l1ing Ditch was ex-
tended further west for a total of nineteen mi'lbs, and later became
known as the Salt River Valley Canal. From 1870 to 1872 another cana1,
the Maricopa, was constructed as the north extehsion of the Sait Riv*r
Valley Canal. Ten years iater (1878), the twenty-seven mile-1ong
Grand Cana"l was dug, following a pnehistoric cahal north of, and nearly
para'llel to, the Maricopa Canal, with a headjng approximately one mile
above the consolidated head of the Salt Riven Vhliey and the Maricopa
Canal s.

Starting in 1883 the 40 mile long Arizona Canal, largesl of the norih-
side canals, b/as constructed and first used in February 1885. At its
heading on the Salt River, approximately one nrile below the mouth of
the Verde River, the first permanent diversion dam, knovln as the
Arizona Damn was bqilt. This canal marked the culmination of major
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canal building on the nsrth side of the river and opened up
mated 100,000 acres for cultivation. Downstream from th'is
irrjqated area, three smajler canalsn The Farner's Cana'! {t
long), the St. Johns' Canal {twelve miles long}, and the Bu

were dug to serve the 'irrigation needs of settlers locating

0n the south side of the Salt Rivero canal building expande
it had on the north sjde. In addit'ion to the previous'ly me

Tempe Irrigating Cana'|, the San Francisco Canal uas dug in
west of Hayden's Ferry. To the eastn pqpulatj*n pressur€$
irrigable land of the eariy Utah Canal {1877} and Mesa Cana
resulted jn the construction 'in 1889 of the 22-nile-lonE Hi
Canal, which headed approximately two miles below the Arizo
And finally, in 1.892-93, the Consolidated Canal was formed
structing nev* headworks for the Mesa Canal and adding two b

the westirn branch {Tempe cross-cut cana'l ) supplying water

Salt River below Phoenix.

Tempe Canal; and the eastern branch providing imgation wat
lands south as far as the northern boundary of the Gila Riv
Reservati on.

In the aggregate, this series of canals constructed in the
both sidei oi the river) during this early period af develo
2.64 miles, and on the basis of court-established uater righ
each canal , had a cornbined potentia'l 'land coverage of 161'3
Considerably less than this much land was actual'ly under cu
since there would not have been sufficient water in the riv
this acreage, especially during the dry months.
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At the western end of the valleY,
grants in the late 1880s settled
River and established the farming
{originally Sidney) and Liberty.
Seventeen miles west of Phoen'ix, a
grer-, up around a freight station on
1911., it was renamed Avondale after
near the Avondale Ranch.

tast of Phoenix, at the foot of Cameiback Mountain, a small
Scottsdale, developed around a ranch hom*steaded and
by Fiajor hlinfield Scott, a Chaplain in the U.S. A

at Fort Huachuca. A townsite was platted in 1895, a

was estabJ i shed 'in 1"897.

cal I ed
in i891
served
af f '!ce

In the desert to the north of Phoenix approxfmately twenty
intermittent community developed on the secondary military
tween Camp McDowe1l and Fort l,{hipp'le. The area developeq q

settlement resulting from the gold and copper mining activi
nearby mountains. The first post office for the area wat €

as Overton in 1880, but was discontinued in 188tr. In 1890'
office was re-established as Cave Creek. After the decline
nrining and mifitary activities, Cave Creek developed as a s

area and isolated hea'lth resort. The only permanent occupa
associated w'ith the Houck ranch.

i3

some 30 miles from Phoeni
aiong the north side *f t
and dairying comnunities
At the Agua Fria River c

the west bank of the ri
a railroad station was

small conmunity called idwater

, lmml-
Gila

f Buckeye
slng,
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ocated

commun i ty,
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who had
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Records Search
Four weeks of the project rdere spent by the architect, archf
historian, and archaeologist, checking various sources of infor previously recorded historical resources in the area; e
those sources which would more likely contain data on the t
properties of their particular concern, and then exchanging
tion useful to the others. The following is a rist of iouichistoric resource information which have-been examined by th
members:

American Institute of Architecls (Central Arizo
Arizona Historica'l Society {Phoenix Chapter}
Arizona Public Service Company
Ariaona State Department of Transportatjon
Arizana State Land Department
Arizona State L'ibrary and Archives
Arizona State lluseum, University af Arizona
Arizo*a State Parks Board
Arizona State Univers'ity

Department of Anthropol ogy
Archaeological Site File
Frank l"lidvale papers

Hayden Library
Arizona Coilection
Arizona Historical Foundation Collecti
Hayden Archives

Buckeye Historical and Archaeo'logical f'luseurn
Bureau of Land Management
Bureau of Reciamation
Gi endale Hi stori ca1 Soci ety
Historic American Buildings Survey
Mariccpa County Assessor's Offjce
Maricopa County Recorder's 0ffice
l'4esa Historical and Archaeologica'l
Phoenix Public Library {}4cClintock
Pueblo Grande Museum
Salt River Project
Tempe Historical Society

During this portion of the research, lists of properties we
by the investigators and the location of each proilerty was
copy of the study area map. This research then served as t
the field investigations.
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identification

3N7E 5 52

name

AZ U: 5:4 (ASH)

location

FORT i{cDOI^/ELL

address

current owner

FORT MCDOI.'ELL INDIAN COMMUNITY

date
1 855- r 890

note

statement of significance, HtsroRlcAL (nRcHnsoloGtcAL] srrr)

THIS MAJoR MILTTARY PoST pLAyED AN IHP0RTANT RoLE tN THE SUBSEQUENT
ANGLO-SETTLEMENT IN THE SALT RIVER VALLEY.

identification

3N7E l8 Sl

name

AZ U:6:tS(Rslt)

HOUSE AND CANAL SITE
address

current owner

FORT MCDOWiI-I- II'IOIAN COMMUNITY

date
c. 1900

note

statement Of significanCe' HtSTgRtCAL (RncuREor-OGICAL dlrE)

P0TENTIALLY THP0RTANT FoR PRoVtDING lI'IP0RTANT SCTENTTFIC qATA CoN-
CERNTNG THE ECoNoHtC, SoCIAL AND CULTURAL HtSToRY 0F THIS AREA.

NR46



identification

3N7E 20 sl

name

AZ U:6: t z5 (nsll)
location

STRUCTURES AND CANAL

address

current owner

FORT T.ICDOWELL I ND IAN COMMUN ITY
date
c.1900

note

statement of signlficance 
' HtsT0RtcAL (aRcHnEolocrcnu srrE)

POTENTIALLY IMPORTANT FOR PROVIDING IMPORTANT SCIENTIFIC DATA CON-
CERNING THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL. AND CULTUML HISTORY OF THE AREA.

identification

3N7E 20 56

name

AZ U:6: t 5O (RSN)

location

ADOBE STRUCTURE

address

current owner

FoRT MC Dol,lr ll t t'to I AN C0I"1MUN I Ty

date
c. 1 900

note

statement of significance, H tsroR I cRl (nncuAE0\0G I cAL S trE)

PoTENTIALLY IMPoRTANT F0R PRoVtDnrc THp0RTANT SCTFNTTFIC DATA C0NCERNTNG
THE EC0N0I.1t C , 50C IAL , AND CULTURAL H I ST0RY 0F THE AREA.

Nq.47



statement of signiflcance ' ARcH rrEcruRAL H r sroR r cAL

EARLY EXAMPLE OF A REINFORCED CONCRETE I'IULTIPLE ARCH ORM IvITH cURVED
UPSTREAH SURFACE. INPORTANT COMMUNITY PROJECT BUILT TO CONTROL FLOODING
IN i,JEST PHOEN IX.

ENGINEER: J0HN S" EASTWO0D

name

CAVE CREEK DA}'l

location

Nl,/* Ni,/*

current owner

MARICOPA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
note PART oF NR cAVE cREE
DAM ARCH. DISTRICT NOMINA

identification

4N7E 32/33 sl
name

AZ U:5:16t (nsu)

location

C.AHP RENO ROAD

address

current owner

FoRT HcDoh,Et-t- tNDtAN coMMUNtrY

date
1 868- I 870

note

statement of significance, H tsroR tcAL

A SEGMENT 0F AN IMPoRTANT MILITARY R0AD BETI/EEN F0RT MCPoWELL AND

CAMP RENO.

NP.4.8


